














The 47th Annual Meeting of the NDTOA Held s, xen vares

Representatives from 27 different

townships were present at the
opening of the annual meeting held
in the Grand Hotel in Minot, ND on
December 2-3, 2013.

A huge winter snow and ice storm
prevented the attendance of our State
Tax Commissioner Cory Fong and
State Treasurer Kelly Schmidt, as
well as many other statewide
members.

Of those dignitaries who did make
it were Past Presidents Ken Yantes
and John Oxton.

After introduction of all present,
State Board members Loren
Ingebretsen, Minnesota’s National
Director lead us in the pledge to the
flag and singing “America the
Beautiful.”

Kathy Holte, Lebanon Township in
McHenry County, explained the new
requirements of township assessors
that was developed by the ND State
Tax Department. She also explained
useful information found on the tax
department’s website.

Steve  Spilde,
CEO of the

NDIRF, gave a A —
very comprehen-

their  financial ' '
position of the

beginning in 1986 to present. The
fund has shown sound financial

sive report on

= W\
Fund from the L
growth and stability.

Bradley Pelton, Executive of the
Oil and Gas Producers, reported on
the combined legislative efforts by
and with the oil producers and the
township officers in past legislative
sessions. He also updated us on the
conditions in oil patch.

Mike Nanson, a Ward Co. Sheriff’s
Department representative, ex-
plained the huge increase of law
enforcement required as the oil
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exploration and extraction moved
into Ward County.

Denise Brown, NDLTAP,
explained safety programs that are
being offered out of Bismarck and
Fargo.

Mark Verke and Denise Brown

ND Secretary of State Al Jaeger
presented a 12-page document to all
officers present on holding township
meetings and elections. He explained
why the township electors must give
proper voter identification before
they can receive a voter ballot.

Marty Visto gave us an overview
on a computer accounting software
program for townships he has
developed.

A Walsh County, Sauter Township
officer, Ron Pishtek, was the
recipient of the Government Leader-
ship Award. He was credited with
his exceptional effort in bringing
back safe condition of the storm and
water damaged township roads in
Sauter Township. He was not in
attendance at the meeting.

Following the luncheon, the
business meeting included reports
from all standing committees, a
grassroots policy development, and
the election of district directors.

Ken Yantes, Executive Secretary,
reported on the business activities of
the state office and the death of his
wife, Darleen. He thanked all that
had offered there kind condolences
during the difficult time experienced
by his family.

NDTOA attorney, Tom Moe,

reported on the legal advice he had
given our members during the last
12 months. He also gave us his
recommendations for future risk
management  procedures for our
members.

The Resolutions Committee
surfaced two new resolutions for
consideration. One on drainage and
another on weed cutting on township
road sides. These resolutions were
attached to the minutes as they both
passed into our policy.

Newly elected officers included
Roger Olafson from Thingvalla
Township in Pembina County was
elected as State President.

Ron Tufte from Nelson County
was elected Vice President and Lee
Brandvold from Ward County was
elected to serve on the State Board
of Directors for a two year term
representing District 1. Directors
Barb Knutson and Al Bekkerus are
serving another term for their
districts.

The evening banquet featured the
coveted, Legislator of the Year
Award. The Award Committee
unanimously agreed that Sen. Larry
J. Robinson from Valley City should
receive this award. He has been a
very strong supporter of township
legislation and a long-time member
of the Senate Appropriations
Committee.

Morning programs on the second
day included Joel Quanbeck, from
the ND Planning Association, who
conducted an hour and a half work-
shop on township zoning.

He was followed by representa-
tives of the Enbridge Oil Company.
They explained the proposed 298
mile Sand Piper Oil Pipeline project
expected to be operational by 2016.

This pipeline is projected to cross
our state from Tioga, ND to the
Minnesota border.



Water Drainage, Water Drains and Right-Of-Way v, or-

Nothing can turn neighbor against
neighbor or friend against friend
faster than water drains.

The essential point to remember
when considering installation of
water drainage is - don’t dig or
otherwise create a drain to or on
another person’s property without
written permission (an easement).

This includes constructing a drain
into or in a township or county road
ditch without the appropriate
easement.

We receive periodic calls about
drains. With the introduction of
drain tiling fields, these calls have
increased. The concerns expressed
by our NDIRF members relate to
potential liability hazards created by
the drain.

Typically the in-slope and back-
slope of the township or county road
ditch become overly steep, creating
a liability exposure should a vehicle
accidentally or intentionally leave
the roadway.

Normally, drains were installed
under the direction of the local water
resource district with an appropriate
easement from the township and/or
county when they enter the road
right-of-way.

Now, years later, these drains need
to be cleaned or reconstructed so as
to not obstruct water flow. Before
any work is undertaken, refer to the
North Dakota Century Code
(NDCC) Chapter 61-21 for guidance
to ensure the work is done correctly.

Our township members are justly
concerned over drains in their road-
way easements. They have to work
with the local water resource district
to determine if proper easements are
in place for the drain in question.

Any issues of which party will be
liable for maintenance of the drain
should be addressed in the easement.

Make sure any easement is signed
by both parties. It seems some old
easements were entered into with a
handshake. If this is the case, draft a
new written easement and sign it.

Make sure your township board
votes on the acceptance of any
proposed easement. Remember that
the easement must include every
area where the drain crosses a
section line, whether there is an
established road or not.

NDCC Section 24-07-03 states
that all congressional section lines
are considered public roads, open
for public travel to the width of 33
feet on each side of the section line.

These can be extremely dangerous
as a large rain or spring runoff can
cause washouts that easily go
unnoticed until it is too late.

Drainage situations we have re-
ceived calls on include a landowner:

e C(leaning out a drain in a town-
ship road right-of-way with the
approval of the water resource
district in which good work is
done without damaging the
slope of the ditch.

e (leaning out a drain in a town-
ship road right-of-way without
the approval of the water
resource district in which good
work is done without damaging
the slope of the ditch.

e Digging a new drain or cleaning
an existing drain without
approval from the water
resource district or the township
board, in which the slope of the
ditch is inappropriately modi-
fied. This is where the road
authority needs to send notice to
the landowner to repair and
reshape the ditch. NDCC Sec-
tion 24-06-27 discusses the
penalty for anyone who causes
damage to a ditch. That person

can be charged double the
damages and is also guilty of a
class B misdemeanor. Some-
times a landowner needs to use
their own land to drain their
water.

Improper slope of road ditches
greatly increases the liability
exposure of the owner of the road-
way be it a township, county or a
city.

It is important to inspect your
roadways and section lines period-
ically to be sure any work done in
the ditches is done appropriately.
Document your inspection findings.

If you receive a complaint about
any aspect of your roadway,
document the complaint, the
findings of any inspection and the
remedial action taken.

Be proactive, it’s your liability.

This is the topic I will be talking
about on the North Dakota Town-
ship Officers Workshop tour coming
up in February. Check elsewhere in
this Grassroots Report newsletter
for the schedule.

If you have any questions, please
call NDIRF Risk Services Repre-
sentative Mark Verke: office
701-751-9113 or cell 701-220-0495.

Will your newly elected
2014 township officers
receive this newsletter?
Please contact:
BARB KNUTSON
2600 236™ St. NE
McKenzie, ND 58572
Phone: 701-673-3198
Email: barbk@ndtoa.com

Include their name, title, mailing
address and phone number.

Tell us your township name and
county and the name of the person
you replaced on your township
board.
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North Dakota townships and government
entities are eligible to purchase from Surplus
Property. Contact us at 701.328.9665 to learn
about Surplus Property and to begin shopping
from our available property.

www.nd.gov/surplus
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