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This version of t e N 	:a T wn 	ssocia 	o 
bo 	ias 	 in 2 	t y i ist 	s 	Y 

Lenr 	Bry, i H 
Cii Cfhac 	Nech . 

ini 	1ie 1991 	don as an upd 	this ca 17 tior 
activities from its inception in 1966 
history book had been prepan )y ( 	 - 	 1i tl anc 
Nolan Verwt (Finley). 

LI 	 LI 

e wo 	 e tF 10th 	iiv 	b 	 _,Be tc y 

to 	;hip ot 	who s ni iany iioILI Sor 	. 

or:atior 	sp a1 acknovled' 	r' r K_ '~,A C 1,  1 iK 

Wet 	3i1l 1uwns p) and Plph Ct ae 	 ss oi n t V, 
who initiattd ti 	)riginal "push" to r 	stai d. 	s W ~,_i s 
knrn as 	'ownship" rc nd if 	is1t 

Futherm. 	we 	ress si C .1 a6 n 	c i 

pre sic ts who hav 	 The 	 esident 
Ralph Car r n (Ayr ) , who p 'ed ' 	 ' I 	ur 	re" 
Richard (L 1 ) Bultema VinTheldon' who 	s ecl,, awt IV ul 1985 
and fifth ni  sident, L.eo Gray ,  ( [a ;on), who pas: d aw ay in 
1989. 

We are in 	i 	fr d to these 	t i. on Orou 	s to thr 

N Tth Dakota iownship C 	-r  Ass 



TOA 
1966-1991 

The Non 	kota w ;hip C ers Association (ND'DA) was 
organized in 1966. T e association became ye: 	ft cti in its role 
in providing a voice 	township in the Legislature and helping to 
improve the effectiveness r township governments. Organized 
township governments have been active as local governments since 
early in this site's history.  

North Dakota is one of 16 stato, primarily in the Midwest, that 
have orgized townships. Of the I .8C ongressional Townships, 
approximately 1,360 are organized 1-" ---o what is te: ned Civil 
Town ips w ch 1ec ir own officers and --un their own 
business. 

The business o -̂  an unorganized township is run by the county 
commissioners of that county wherein the township is located. 

A six-square mile township with 36 sections was initiated by 
Congress in 1885 as a method of measuring and identifying land in 
the developing western reas. The prirnar\ responsibilities of 
township government are ro construction and maintenance as 
well as various other local services as dictated by the residents of 
the township at their annual meeting 

Townships in sparsely settled western North Dakota were never 
organized. 

These, local governments hay 
e ed volunteer officers wit] 

organizZions of tc vnships have 
county governments 

been administered entirely by 
no staff assistance County 

provided for coordination with 

Until thc NDTOA w s ord. 17 d, townships had no official voice 
in the Leg 1ature ior opportunity for coff1unication and 
coo -  with townships ii' other counties acro '' ate. 



The NeXL 15 Y----),ars 
1991-2006 

Following the examples set by past leadership and the grassroots 
policies deveic r ed over the first 25 years, te NDTOA has 
continued to grow and mature. President Chet Larson of Enderlin 
left us with a list of organizational goals that has guided us into the 
future. 

Chet became the first North Dakotan to serve as 3., sident of the 
National Association of Towns and Townships (NATaT) and lead us 
in 1994 to tI national level to be the Featured e Winner for 
1995. 

The NDTOA continued to serve its members in the legislative 
arena and grew from attending the legislature on a part time basis 
and staying in motel room o renting a 2- to 3-bedroom apartment 
which provided a constant p rce for officers to stay. 

John Oxton (Hope), Gene Gehrke, Norm i Tidrus (Oakes), Bryan 
Hoime, and Ken Yantes all participated in the legislative effort as a 
team. 

The growth in office equipment went from a single mech al 
typewriter that sometimes worked, to an office/apart rent equipped 
with a fax, copier, printer, two computers with State Cr nitoi Bill 
Tracking service and and Internet connections for members who 
had Internet service and a web site for 24-hour communications. 

The NDTOA membership passed a special dues increase which 
funded a full time Executive Director/Director of Governmental 
Relations position in May of 2006. This gave NDTOA a full time 
employee to provic vigilance on a constant basis while the 
towns nber concentrated making living ror 
professions. 

Ken Yantes established an ollice in his hom in Bi cket, ND and 
serves as the first full time Executivi: Secretary of NDTOA. 



Orifl' Or  	 ~DTC~ ' 
 

Jr 1965 	ii se 	Francis 
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m Cass  ii t and D 	if 

39th Legislati'e 	sen 	ec 	S 	 , he  saw t1kill-I 
need, or a sti 	'owr3h ofMiCers assocl* Faion.  

During t 	eg 	ive ses sion th 	 , renal 	and 
comments 	- 	 o issu 	 tj- 	 r o ne, 1f)-orn  

t 	ownst 	there c 	c vnsn 	 1 ese 
issues, 	er 	' 	 of 	 ' * s, 	ic' 

:a g 'r 	 sts 	I uerS 1 

r'- 	. ' 	-:ses. 

Ci to'. 	 .g ii 	'1 	:'-- , ti 	otea 	ae 
v o 	Cass 5 nty 	io 
T 	 s 	of the 	 on. T—, 'ca l-, 

tney gar r 	 n t 	:i 	 ; 3t1r 

orgar' 

U 	 Ti 'l1 	es 

a n som e 	ue 	 ass 	; . 'nsç 
cerS Associ at-ion. I 	an  on 	ias  IS 	' 

1, I 	'rY:'TntyTT'- 1i 	ers ' ar 

t 	n Sasseiton. I 	 a 

re 	a 	 ,. 	 , 

dose 	fr' 
near' --  c 	

* 	

on (Fl 	- 

Cony), 	iest Fac es 	S 	tya g , : arI 5 le n cl(Ranson 
County), R ichland County Agoint -\AcnM \isson. 

A rrotion was mo by H 	r a 	ecorn d by  

Fadness to ro 	a enoar 	r r' 1 oa Towr1. ii 	ikrs '  

Association. The notion ca 	n 	h C- - - on was named 
temporary crlrrian 	Jose 	-oil was 	hied teuaporary 
secretary. 



'ie official nrgan 	on r. 	ig 	ccli 	: in 166. 
2o ties rep s 	his meei 	held in Cas 	n were ass, 
Barn 'aM 1 a, Ncs 	nsom, Kn  

Ralph Camean (Ayr-a County) w; &ectes presicnt; Ernest 
Fadness (Lisbon-Ransom County) 	b vice president; ar : 

anh Woell (Cassclton-Cass Co fly) 	s elected sc.: 
tr 

The Fargo For: r reported, 'Ralph Cameron of Ayr, in Cass 

Count; as been elected president of a newly formed North - 

Tovnship t'j nrrs Association." 

The aims of t1 sssociation, as set forth hr the constitation 
Jopted at the Casse 1 on meeting, to provide representation by 

townships before varhus groups, board and agencies; provide for 
Joint action, tween townships; and to promote the best intc.: of 
township governments and citizens 

During the asseitcn rrr 	those t ent authorized President 
Cameron to attend the 1961 sessiou of the North Dakota 
L elature  to work in the intc;est of township needs. 
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T' e ___ :ry of NDTOA 
e F t 25 Years 

The following history of the association is based on available 
association minutes and on 	memories of those involved. 

The association had some hard :imes during its formative yrars. 
A Fargo Forum editorial on December 23, 1967 stated, The 
to'vnship is actually too small a unit of government to function 
effectively," and went on to say this unit of government should 
"form a consolidation of townships equivalent to the border lines 
of school districts serving the area." 

The editor obviously did not know much about the border lines of 
school districts to make such a statement. His comments stirred 
some township officers into putting more energy into the 
organization. 

Pnother episode thdC riled some township officers was a 
statement made by State Senator Esky Solberg, who was 
representire the Motor Carriers Association. Senator Solberg 
stated that the NDTOA was weak and ineffective; therefore should 
not recog.ized a their L.obving efforts to gain a share in the 
Highw 'is e: Fun(;. 



History of NDTOA 
The.Xc..-_D4xt 15 'ears 

Lobbying efforts from the 1930s had successfully produced a 
funding source n the one cent per gallon gas tax. The abut to 
form multlltownship districts (consolidarng a maximum of five 
townships to form one multi-district unit) and to allow an increase 
the number of supervisors vorn three five in others. 

The 1991 December annual meeting held in Valley City produce 
a couple of grassroots developed organizational by-law changes. 
The first was to give NAJaT director's seats and votes on the board 
of directors, 	e second change s. up four districts from which 
four state direr ars. were to 	ected r serv. on the P :ate 
Executive Cor nittee, 

L the annual meeting President Ken Yantes reported of his work 
on the Consensus Council and the Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental e1ations (ACIR). He gave a review of a 76- 
page bill g.. rposal called the Tool Box For Local Governments, 
which re its in gre er cooperation between units ot.government 
to create increased efficiency and effectiveness in local govern-
ment. This tool box bP continued to move on to the 1993 legisla-
tive session and became a law which still stands tday. 

During a State Executive Board meeting in Bismarck on February 
27. 1993, we lost a state board member from Mountain, ND—Ben 
Byron. Ben's straight forward defense of our policies at the 
Legislature and in our policy development sessions will long be 
remembered. His directorship was filled by Ralph Olson 
(Maddock) v oo was the Benson County Association president until. 
the spring 01 2 O6. 



'ACCOMpli.shments 

T sp ite n 	opposition 1 	th 	 its, 
the D 	has laad some 	 i jiishm 

on lobbied for the r 	f the 	al property 
6a  the egisla 	concur 

In ", 	ssociation mr e 1 	 att pt to 11 V 

legisk 	 ngain t sh 	of 	 he 
effort . 	 c the seeds were 	 I 

7e 	o 	ed in the ni . 	 is 	sessL.0 	he bil 
carte 	o ia s s a -,-,Te 	er qu 

AT-)  11ui 	 ss 	\a 	n' u71i( 
£I  ip s 	 te 

Ll ora11  
a  o n , it IC 	0  

ecm 	. )TL lo 
consi 	o  Ll o n., 

Tn 	, Fce i 	ar 	me a1 	 - 

fflr t yy-c 	 t 	 veu ai'in 

rr 	 ss L the inid 1 

s 	h , 	~c,~  
se 	7e u the asso 	LIId the La 	 U 	atiun rep  

heariin,g opt a ssessme -tats for property faxe T1-  F ,*,-,--,,-- - ha  J- "C' t 

the 	: ass 	ation had 14 cc a&.-.y ccir 	 t ' c 

Present 	 tir 	ire eprsen 	rc rr dl, L  ans Ti, 

SteIe, C a 	o hl anc i& 	 uville Botfinei 

St,4,,jtsr.,,-,)-an 	 'k se 	 resentat Tes irom 	11so, 
Grand Forks nc 	r Cc ie 

A menbers, 	 Larson and Au'llcn 
Braaten (R -;, ',,,---, h l an(,-' iiig 
more COL LIC5 in tne ass61iuii. 
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At e annual rneetin on 	rnLr 10, 1975, Jay Ki :eide 
son L 	i) 	ove 	 ssocatio 	Nr Zonal--- 

Asso ation ot Towns d-ships. The 	aS sen Jed 
an dopte Now the associatn was inv 	 It c ' ons 

veil  as s 	and federal 11ation. 

Also at this ri 	ng a contr 	i al 	i io 	nnnsing 
construction of the p mosed Kind 	 o 
resolution made the di tors real 	that there 
on )th side of  the dam— tch w :h a dii crent pros rctive on 
project. 

A resoir iOfl cc cerning the Garrison Di ion p. ject a few 
rs later did not ceive support. The 	d Darn nronosal 

came back to 	1 976 annual mee 	nd d 	r 
support of the convention. 

	

Annual membership dues were i 	fr 	o $10 per 
township the 9 76 annial rneting to help finance the increased 
activity of 1 	association 	lett "The Grassroots Forum," 
was vanned and negotiations with I s 	Th 

	

ic West 	bliL ions in 
W hpeton, ND were conducted. 

Seven is sues were, printed id mailed out. The cost of ie 
pubiiatioi f 	& I the revenues, so it was discontinued. The 
last ue wm 	igus 	1"9. 

In 1979, the financial report mdi " ed 	s were received from 
townshms in 33 counties. 

p a t NDT 	a Jetter 	init a 	in 198 1 . In 19)0, A- 

t 	sletter was renamed. . 	 roots Report" 	sent to all 
o iiship of"-" 	 n North Dakota. 

! 	olution pa ed the Decemb 	. 0 a 	ing o 
NOT 	asking for a 104  state 	mon on if tor 'uels. 1II 

", 

~-- funds 	nerated from this tax w 	i b 	cAdica 	for th 
const'iction, ""nnstructior 	'I main1Cnar1L 	tcnst' 'oads. 



Tn 198i 	 ure 	n 	duvv 	e c, -ncr cyal, ion 
ricrease, u CII 	 iie $ 	o 	or or the 

'01 iennium 
 

($,/i 	 'e 	ffiL 	 ssocIaf 	)f To 	ij 
Officers finally,  1ad 

Duri 	h 	Iegsia 	issic 	!, 	 again 

2roosed 	' e 	'T' 	 sIa re saw fit to enalc"t Lj 

per 	er- 	slatio r 	 I c or 	r to 	tax to 
c 	f"63 to\rh 	au S. mi 	 'e AL 

lcg1iaiion 	ol' uI 	'iJs ir 
fue13 tax  

	

and 	 is ic 	M 	)s tax 	uw 
wn c 	 for, on 	 , 	 of 	total 

Host for NATaL Jeeth 

C, 	S Ij '' 	r c hos 	by 
a oiL. e 	roff 	a 

o ro d a o 
ae 	I n DtL. 

ega t es 1 J- cc 	i 

icy 	de t -,, 	r c 	en 	i they 	o s. j 
horse. 



hops and H and'- uoks 
The irst 25 Yhars 

Officei s of the state association felt tte need for more 'A'orp'.ation 
for merTher township officers on carrying out their respons hities. 
Jr , our et1uca1onal woi ops were held cross the state 

An op-date c the handbook was researched and written by Phil 
Harmenson, Bureau of Government Affairs, University of North 
De ota a 1.988. The )0 handbook was revise by the NI 
Hausthook Committee with S 	U in conducting the ii sjority of 
research and writing. Tom 	e (N/ . 	i 	thai Counsel ror 
NDTOP, was the Iegai advisor. 

first v
' 	ps for townshin officers were li&'t in 1984 and 

vy well rece 	by the mem . 	Subsequent workshop'ere nsni 	e  
held over the state in the e n ne:abered years. Over 500 members 
per year attended these first worirshops. 

The handbooks bie..sial .zththns w . .°n h ited ant ruiewed 
at all works ops. T nis gave the township officers a i ance to 
discuss tics .tost c .irrent legi g slative chanes to their duties and 
respor.rT . .. 	or ofiiccis. 

Tie workshops wc conic io ic 1 arc(L-,iv by a o thicers of the 
N)TOA and its legas counsel, Nort rt Jorrow, .. I U . .ixtension 
Service coordinated is .. first meetin,,,, 

IN 



WC :shopsC,,I-Hai 	3 

The iooseaf noie000l ferred to in the first 25 years pros - 
be a great success. Every en year the manu 1  updated wiv. 
iw chan frori the preus year's legislative ssion. 

7%;  t fourth o fifth " Tision, it is nec 	; to print 

C IOM-C,'  d book du o th 	sts of printing Ui 

nav 	yc' lyanci 	i - i - I " rC 

of ft 	 'ght to re ice the drain of memb, hip au 
uolh s, 

TL. Nor 	 si a17  Reservt 	id (NDJRF 1u 

Diret'tnr St 	Spud 	a very generous offer. If we allowed the 
bc total sr sor of the handbook, tL would pay for all 

tt 	ok co 	This offer was ace A with a grat deal of 
'tude by u 	a cl, hip of i 

ncyaii riuinie Has 	largely respoi ible for the typing an 
editing of the update pack 	The NDT A is very gra'ful for the 
ion g hours spent in serving is. 

L the 	 and rr,, re and 1ore uie as made of this 
5O 'n by h r 	hip, we beg 	to 	L 	gi 
'b from diffe as. The most r ior )le was when an 

Ltc-n :alied the )TOA office - asked if h :ould bu one of 
tifl. "darn green" '  ship manuals. Wh I why, he 1 het, 
needed to be able to respuJ to a township u1i. when the officer 
(h-"LS cuDi c ) ; f cd to a specific page in his nanuai. 

The NDTCJ 	irn pro ' 	intinued 	t 
start of foi day-I".0 -010V - 	' shops tc 	aif-day workshops. The 
Tjv, o r shi program was 01 gins 	ncJ to bring t 1 ' state 
organizatiol .

1 leadership to ue mernbisnip for an 1nfc Crna t 1e  

training session for both. 



Up.atng of the township manuals ar. being able to hod or open 
forum of question and answers with our attorney were the main 
attractions of the program. John Oxton origin ed a sk' that found 
many of the workshop presenters on st ong out parts that 
heip d he membership o f atter understand me new iaw chanr. 

North Dakota httorney General Lalidi Heitkamp, E 
Superv sor of Taxation Barry Hasti and Mar' Verke, Risk 
Management Expert for NDIRF joined in as tive participants in 
the not ready for prime township players." 

After John retired from Ls play-writing it. 1990, Tom Moe 
picked up the pen and continues to write plays.,' gr t  deal of 
thanks to both men. 

arequent characters 	 i. he skit.-. inciude Nort.a. 
Township Treasurer. Lotta 	c:: Township Res -,  nt Landowner, 
Lonny; and the To 	hip Troublemaker, Iver Askin I.B. 4skin) for 
short. 

The workshops usually Jose with Torn disooJng oe new law 
changes portraye. L the skits. T--is open question a. .d answer 
fc am ad,-,-,  to &aiogue betwee :h ff' rs present and their 
attorney on any and all tonics. 

ip 
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6,300 	ris 	 sc 	ii * . 	to 1 c 
NL,TRF, iarthers Union Ins r 	, j 	 ion Fa 	uiert 
and FHM Equipment Co. whichi 1  0ih1 in 53 9 15 er ye 	u 
partially offset the c 	of 	. 	ase thank 	e advertisers 
for their support. 



1WMAIKIM11''' ,  W1111 

DISTRICT 2: 
Jainh Olson, Director 

Counties inck 'ed are Rolette, 
Towner, Benson, Ramsey, Pierce, 
Eddy, Foster, IAcLenry, and 
Wells. 

D"RICT 3: 
L'" Sy'w, )iractor 
Me 

 

le,_  
Counties 	-Nd are C; ad_a, 
Pembina, vvai i, INe1sofl, 'Jeaae 
Forks, Griggs, Steele, and Traill, 

ri 
-: 

Kerry Schor , Director 
New England, I D 
Counties inclu dud are Golden 
Valley, Billings, Slope, Bowman, 
Adams, Aettingel; Stark, Dunn, 
Morton, Sioux, Oliver, and 
Mercei. 

Barb Knutson, Director 
McNarle, ND 
Cou:aies arluded are McLean, 
Sheridan, urlei 	Kidder, 
S tsman, Emmo s, B agan, and 
IN'iclntosh. 
DISTRICT 6: 
Robert Fo yard, Director 
Oakes, ND 
Counties included are Barnes, 
Cars, Ransc'' Taranure,  Dickey, 

1C h' 	1, and Sargent. 

HE 
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Board Membc- 3 Added 

	

In less t 	11 rcat 	 84i, the sts 	association 

	

hi 	' 
Auite ra: 	a 	:efc 	reotors sane the 

OC to I 	 1O II Efle 	 C OCU 

C : nencied memi:nshh hc;e rd the 
presi( ., vice president, See: :ary, treasurer aric ast president to 
include two elected ecutive committee r cinbers, 

The executive hoard was increase, by two more directors 
brought the total to six-each from a designated area of our sts 
Two NATal -Iii ors ere appoint  1 and free actor on the board. 
The cost for two NATaT diruators was deemed too high, so the 

c sitions were chan  4 to NATal Director ara Alternate. 
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DTOAAwaidsPro:am 
F 1987 	. 	ab ishe 	Town.c/ 	al 1whici was

-1 
icated 	our e. 	 ii. 	—7lark \Teer of 

This 	iw 	resente 	aow sr 	er 	. :oug1  his 
riis township,his concjn 	y 	or 

\ 	, 

was Jim 1aten fromCra r   (Ran 
o is 	a 	folk, 	g roi 

L,oC 	Fc 	 at 

J 	Oxt Hope (Suw / 	nty) 

3 1 Kk 1 	i t, Starkwe 	(Rutusey 

2 	 sc, 	si n 	/aL1L . inty) 

1993 	Lsseil 	ToIna \T  sc Ccti) 

T,Lanutes, St 	(Ramse, 	ty) 

ng' 1 sc' 

1 91 91- 

199V 	ncr, aest 	 ity) 

1998 '. 	.iac 	kech 	ia a 

i99 kec ock, ;ac dock (F 1dr C ity) 

00 Johun,, Sei bege (ei 'k ' 

2C01 Joel Storsteen, Cliorck' Ferry ( 	sey 

2002 1 id -Tc 2c:e t .  1k Tbtomas, (Pe - , ,-.b*naCounty) 

203 Helen, Fric e (Benson 

2004 Ralpfl, so 

2005 B ge 	 c 	ra 



Legislator of thp. Yo  

Legislative succrrss 	'ires frieods in the legislative arena. This 

award program was est: )lishec: to reward, on an annual basis, one 
of those lcgLl:icr: oe nn been c tgrat help to the iTfTOA. 

These awards r iven at ti annual n 	g aw s banqnt 
Each winner has . :hance to be recogTi ( in the 	arnce of as 

c 	7nship officers as am assembh r They are givn a plaque 

and are invited to address the NDTOA membership. 

The qualifications to receive this award depard on if Whey Ia 
been a reneated sponsor, co-spoi. __ 	afar ied in mom ii ,  "e(, or 
on the floor of their ho me, township erhnrseti 	S. 

Senator David U' ?onnell, a township officer from the Lansford 
sea, was the first awd wiener. Below "sled are those who have 

iiviowed in his footsteps: 

I1 



o6— I 	 TO 
1966. e S i d nZ waiph Cameron (Cass): Vice Pre 	nt Ernest F riess (Ransom); 

cretary'Treasurer Jos h Woeli (Cass 

1967 Liesident Ralph Cameron; Vice President Ernest Fadness; Secretary/Treasurer 
Joseph Woell (Cass 

1968: President Ernest Fadness; Vice President Lloyd Law (Steele); Secreta.ry Earl 
Sulerud (Ransom); Treasurer Alvin Evanson (Ransom) 

1969: President Ernest Fadness (6 mo.) and Lloyd Law (6 mo.); Vice President Lloyd 
Law 6 mo.) and Oscar Oeder "Ransom' 6 mo.; Secretary Earl Sulerud (Ransom): 
Treasurer Alvin Evanson (Ransom 

1970. President Lloyd Law 	Preside Jscar Oeder: Secretary LeRoy Odegaard 
(Steele); Treasurer Alvin Evanson 

19/i: President Lloyd Law; Vice President Oscar Oeder; Secretary LeRoy Ode aard 
(Steele) and Gerald LeClerc (Steele: Treasurer Alvin Evanson 

1972 President Richard Bultema (Barnes Vice President Leo Gray (Richland); 
Secretm Larry Iverson (Barnes): Treasurer Alvin Evan son 

19 	Pr--6dent Richard Bultema; Vice President Leo Gra: Secretary Larry Iverson; 
Treasurer Alvin Evanson 

1914: President Richard Bultema; Vice President Leo Gray; Secretary Lester Dekrey 
(Barnes); Treasurer Chester Larson (Ransom) 

1975: President Richard Bultema; Vice President Leo Gray; Secretary Lester Dekrey: 
Treasurer Chester Larson 

1976: President Leo Gray Vice president Chester Larson; Secretary J.o Latham 
(Richland': Treasurer Alden Cave[ Ransom); NATal Director Leo Grab 

1977: President Leo Gray: Vice President Chester Lason, Secretary J.D. Latham; 
tmreasurer A 'en Ca' e:t: NATaT Director Leo Gra\ 

1978: President Leo Gray: \ce President Chester Larson; Secretary J.D. Latham. 
Treasurer A'den Caett; NATaT Director Leo Gray 

99: President Lec Gray Vice President Chester Larson; Secretary J.D. Latham; 
Treasurer Alden Cavet:: NATaT Director Leo Gray 

1980: President John Oxton (Steele Vice President Emil Burquist (Burlei,, Secretary 
GeraL. LeClero Steele; Treasurer Nolan Ve"esr (Steele); NATaT Director John 
Oxton 

1981: President John Oxton; Vice President Emil Burquist; Secretary Gerald LeClerc; 
Treasurer Nolan Verwest; NATaT Director John Oxton 

192: Pre der John Oxton; Vc President Chester Larson; cretary Gerald LeClerc; 
Treasurer Nolan Verwest; NATaT Director John Oxton 

1983: resident John Oxton; Vice President Chester Larson; Secretar Cerald LeClerc; 
surer Nolan Verwest; NATal Director John Oxton 

1984: President Chester Larson; Vice President Oscar Erie (Pierce); oecretary Jack 
Armstrong Ransom); Treasurer Nolan Verwest; NATaT Director Chcster Larson 

1985: President Chester Larsc''; Vice President Oscar Erie (Pierce 	retary Jack 
Armstrong Ransom); easurer Nolan Verwest; NATaT Director Chester Larson 
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1966 	-L 	 rs o 
1906: ' -esident Chester Larson: Vice President Oscar Erie: Sece ; tar Jack nntreng; 

Treasurer Nolan Verwest: NATaT Director Chester Larson 
1987 Preident Chester Larson: Vice President Oscar Erie; Secretary Jack Armstrong; 

Treasurer Nolan Verwest; NATaT Director Chester Larson 
198: President Ken Yantes; Vice President Jerome Knudson Divide), Secretary Tom 

Moe (Traill); Treasurer Nolan Verwest: NATaT Director Ches er Larson 
i89Pn dent Ken Yantes; Vice President Jerome Knudson; Secretary Tom Moe; 

a. irer Nolan Verwest: NATaT Director Chester Larson 
1990: President Ken Yantes: Vice °resident Jerome Knudson; Secreta'v B yan Horne 

(Ramsey): Treasurer Nolan \ewest; NATaT Director Chester Larscr 
1991: President Ken Yantes; Via: Pr dent Jerome Knudson. Secretary Br' an Hcina 

Treasurer Nolan Verwest: NATaT Director Chester Larson 
1992. President Gene Gehrke (Nelson); Vice President Jerome Knudson: Secretary Bryan 

Hoime; Treasurer Nolan Verwest; NATaT Director Chester Larson 
1993: President Gene Gehrke (Nelson); Vice President Jerome Knudson; Secretary Bryan 

Hoime; Treasurer Nolan Verwest; NATaT Director Chester Larson 
1994: President Gene Gehrke (Nelson): Vice President Jerome Knudson; Secretary Bryan 

Hoime; Treasurer Nolan Verwest; NATaT Director Chester Larson 
1995. President Gene Gehrke (Nelson): Vice President Jerome Knudson; Secretary Bryan 

Hoime; Treasurer Nolan Verwest: NATaT Director Chester Larson 
1  776: President Bryan Hoime: Vice President Ken Yantes: Secretary Tom Moo.; Treasurer 

Nolan Verwest: NATaT Director Chester Larson 
1997 President Bryan Hoime: Vice President Ken Yantes: Secretary Tom Moe Teasurer 

Nolan Verwest: NATaT Director Chester La.-Son 
1998: President Chuck Thacker (Pembina): Vice President Steve Ginsbaa' Rcla:d) 

Secret: Toni Moe: Deasurer Nolan Verwest: NATaT Director Bryan aime and 
Chestcr Va.o: 

I999: Pes 	Ca:i\ Thacker (Pembina): Vice Presidt Steve Ginsbach (Richland) 
S:etars Ton: Mc Treasurer Nolan Verwest: NATaT Director Bryan H ira and 
Cds:ar L::s: 

2000: Preside: 81 	H H'ne: VH: President Steve Ginsbach; Secretary TOT Mce 
Treasurer \uO Ver: ast; N/slaT i)irec or Bryan Hoinie and Ba: \VHI 

2001 ?resident Bryn Hoime: Vice Pnisiue: S:ea Ginsbach; Secrea: TOT Mee 
Treasurer Noo 8 rs ast: NATaT Diracc 3:: a: Haime and Baa Wall 

2002: President Do: \icmb (Ward); Vce Prea S: Ginsb:h; Secrete!: Ken 
Yantes: Treasure: Nolan Verwest, NAYrT I'l.nactor Br an Hoime and Bea Wall 

2003: Poasident Don Ya:orri8 Ward \cc Presde't S:e a Gi:s8ach: Secre:ar Ken 
Yanoes; Trea:aa Near Very es. \\TaT  Director Brva Hcrne and B  Wa ll  

2004: President Don Malc 	slrd) Vic P e -csideri: Seve C` s8::h; Secretary Ken 
Vntes: Treasurer \c:: Ve est 

2005: President Don Malcomb 	Hrd : Vice residcnt Steve Ginsbach: Secre:arr Ken 
Ya: as: Treasurer Nola \bwest 

2006: Pad dent Chuck Thacker: Vice r esident Joania Abe'.' (Grand Forks: Secre:ry 
K: antes: Treasurer Nodan \ao est ( tro, Barb Knudson 2 mo ; NATal 
Dir:co: Ken Yn- tec; N-TaT Akernate Diroctor 5cc: a G:nsbach 

cc 



The Get_ -. T' Years 

Tene Gehrke, Aneta, a town shin officer 7 Dugh Township of 
Nelson County, was elected presider IT 7 on December 6, 
991 ni se oct nt i Dcceria. 3 

During this cried the to of 	backed. Iii page toolbox bil! 
e 	rr 1 	 ,nc and 	sa 

Dakota law, T is urged cooperation between governmc 	entities 
to create efficiency arid effecth do: in Ifom o Cakota. 

Legislation  give townships ilte acme i to decide the height 
and 	width 	 vv-, e'-1-1-.d grass 	and 	cutting on townsbw road id ses, 
Clarification of trees being ob s  ru ct i:ns on seOtlon in cc and 0ow to 
settle section line disputes between 

JL 
ow ns 	Ic were some 

of the legisir 'lye accomplishments c this peniod 

A long time scnrd member, Ben Byron (lountain7. rassed away 
board 

p 	an 	eet a in 	rrck He wer a me 
w at,,,s, Jone 	in 	atm r ian yard So 	01 G to 

complex issues. 

Ian workshop program was extended to eight meetings per ear 
and the Vorkman7s Comp preminuns increased from 7125 per year 
to $12_,55. The NDIRF started to PY conferment checks to all 
townships for business done. 

The NDTCA was "Featured State" at die Dt- )er NALrT 
meeting. North Dakota's own Ransom County, Liberty Township 
1 Tficer Cf et Larson, was elected president of the NAIaD Chet was 
presented the National Leadership; Award by 7 onemor Schafer 
during the National Conference in fashlngton, 13 71, NEALA had 
28 representatives oresent, 

0 



'The Hoin-le Years 
1996-199 rid 	ooi 

Brya" irne, Err 	ND i Ramsey 	 ved t 'o terms 

as president of the NDTOA. Jerome Knudsci served as vice 

president for the first two years and Ken Yantes served the last two 

years. 

an was appointed NATaT Director in 19 and sen 	c 'lye 

ai in that office. He w' 'k' d to the 
. 

idency of he Nationa 

for Small Communities. 

He brought home to NDTOA rtr iy of the national issi. . that 

woui 	i North Dakota towns tips in the future. His work 

on I esta ishment of North Dak 	Coi 	I P nimal Feeding 

C ,ration s (CAFO) laws 	outst naing. 

Bryan's presidency can b 	hed with many legis 1  

accomplishments including the township officer w' 	iable 
were increased from 15 per day 'o $2- i'J, with an 	nse of a 

iiaximu c $4_50 T?f~r rtr tc 6OO. 

Officers could also 	 e 	of the allowable IRS 

rate. The 	of a insiiips to create their 

ON 1a asr  s 	it districts was also acco -ilished. 

The tc-t 1 rewritIng of the township ou.d d pound r asr's 

section of the North  Dakota Centurj Code 	:ed comments fr; 

legislators saying, "The townstd?s have at!'east one doggie bill." 



The First fhac Y US 

I99 9; 
Chuck Thacl r, Nec1, ND, 	)fl Township officer from 

Pembina County wa Aected president of the TTTCA 
December 5 , 1993. 

The workshop program was expanded to 16 different localities in 
North Dakota under Thacker's presidency. The open meetings open 
records laws were of great importance and it took a lot of time and 
effort to inform township officers on how to deal with thec iew 
laws. 

One of 	2, ights of the 1998 NI TOA annual meeting v 
the d. 1. ving of the traditional 100 man board nd the 
establishment of a six director system for the xt. utive board which 
w' made up of one director fror six different statewi( 1  districts. 

A NDTOA supported bill was passed that allowed township 
officers to act in emergency situations without the three day 
waiting period. North Dakota Municipal Bond Bank offered to pro-
vide emergency funding to those townships that are in financial 

eec!. 
W i Cart presented u k 

Award in recc :nition of ti 
highest standards of dedication, 
ability, creativity and leadership 
in local government service He 
donated his funds to the donated  - 	 - 	

- 	 Mf 1jawity,  TUV 

with the Hometown I ac ership 

Sam 	ii Cammanitv Leader Awards 

A 	 Lea4  

Thvalier Ambulance ervice. 
~V"~e4 ?"dM The cost to updi e the  

NDTOA handb )k in 200C va. 	jj 
in 	ess of S12,000. Chuck 	J 
and en Yantes asked the North 

cS4 Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund 
( 	F to help fund it. idey 

-Trc 	to sponsor this project 
totally r 	spt 
exerJe 	to C' -ye 	iii 
ND 

r - ' -- 	 - 
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The Malcomb Years 
miss= 

Don Malcomb, a .Jard County township officer ' elected 
ND -L- JA present on Decemb: 4. 2001. He was instn vntal in 
securing a Guberna:ial Procaaiation to proclai Tarch 19, 2002 
aL ownshir Officers Day. 

The NDTOA newsletter took on a new look and Kat11r 'olte. at 
Lowe's Printing, mc, in Minot, is the editor, A motion was made to 
ask Kerr-\,- Schorsch to establish a web site for NDTOA and wa 
passed unanimously. We are now in ae computer age with our 
membership communication. To visit t1 website: www.ndtoaccn 

Ken Yantes was appointed lobbyist for tI 2003 legislative 
session. Bryan Hoime was not able to assist Ken tiring this session 
due to business interests and was sincerely missed. Ken's wife, 
DarleT , then helped during this time. NDTOA was successful in 
getting 38 out of 60 bills handled in cordance with our policies. 

Ken reported at the evcutive board meetL on Septemb  
2006 that he could not devote as much time to the legislative effort 
as he did in the past unless he was employed full time for the 
NDTOA. Plan B was executed and a professional lobbyist was 
hired. Not one 1k P was introduced in the 2005 session on behalf c 
our poiries. 

President Malcomb set up a ccnmittee to study the feasibldiy of 
a full time executive secretary. explaining in gre. detail to the 
membership at the annual meeting the eed estaLsh this 
position The motion was carried, .i was not immrjted until 
the following year. 
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Gubematonai I 	: mation 

la,ereas. Nc;h Dakc:a lia.s !. 	tu A'nships unJe 	supervision 
Of approximarei; 	J ifldivi: s from all wams of life in our rural 
areas. Mann of taise hi uais hairs airved their nwnships 

:hfully for ten to fif years; and 

WI treas, ton nshis deicers do their jobs with few corspiaide. 
aiUCl: pride in their :rran:: 	rur is as of life, doing in most 
areas what no one else wowr 	av serve in areas of deciein 

s 	snere 	one else to tar. their 	on 

tiereas, townshio office ' P C ' miges from several u: fred 
dollars es near, to no co ,  perisailon, to dierir, in 	ir OWfl 

pockets or voluni cain 1  eir time and r u 	air to get the jobs 
done that are necessary; and 

Whereas, township off re are respo ei e fa 	lnaatelv 

0,  000 miles of count roads that s : seem: 	br scnool buses, 
energency equipment, farm to market produeLs, recreat an, and 
economic development, as residents me hese roads foi ai'atai! 
transportation to and from jobs; and 

feihereLt, tc raship officers replace washed out culverts, provide 
snow removal, graveling, signing, mowing, zoning, paving districts 
and specie: tax assessments with little thanks, rewards or 
recogeitiw; anc 

r acre 	e as ye 	 sr of 	a al 	J 
ho hereby proclaim arch 1 1 	s i'ownship fficers hay in 
the State of North Dakota. 
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39th Anp-ia1 Meenn(0 
  2oo6 

History M iker 

Pembina County moved a moth vhich was seconded by Grand 
Forks County to direct the executive board to establi a full time 
position of full time Executive cretary/Di:  :or of Governmental 
Reiaons and directed e execu tive board to find a way t; ind this 
position. The motion was car -., -- -..,- sly. 

Tnnili Couy moved a motion which was seconded by Sargent 
County to prop 	 e ose a dues increase of $50 per member township to 
fund the full time Executive Secretary/Director of Governmental 
Relations pOSition. otion carried unanimously. 

Grand Forks County moved and Pembin county seconded 
motion that set the year's salary and health insurance contributions 
to the position in the buet, Motion c i 1 

This action set the stage for NDTOA's next positive sten towards 
the future, 



Cnuck T11 ce md Term 

At e onset of Chuck, nacl er's seená e 	apnointed Vice 
President k 	e o 	a c 	rnitt 	o se 	e cri 'ri of 
the iIitim c Executive 	iret 	re 	of Govermoaental 

ositi 	Chu 	 that .e ir: i 
the rer 	n at the an 	w 	esu. 

After six 	s 	liberation anu ca 	 ti 	the 
cnr it 	ca 	 1.  .e in with a clear- set of 	 for  
r

r, 
L, the bcrd accep d. 

he first pai 	time emp1oye 	he 	i I 
anL,, a pas 	resIdent,, p 	 c 

	

ar 	 ost - 	duties 	V i 

be sec 	e: 	 a 	ierr be sh 
at t. 	ua met. 	t inhe ND ieg ia 
Dirc 	, 	presence. 	 ier' 	to cc 	during c1 
hour,. 

KL. 	 1 fua 	- 	i trm 
-Imas and -Uee Omm or 	to rep- e 	 all 

	

vso1 	o 

	

as iaaa: th 	r ed 	 A aT 

	

fravc,b develope-' a u o 'z i n, 	cl 3ense. 	 te 
C S 	C 	F 	 ir 	* 	 as ig n D.C. 
1e  g s Lai i i v  which laid wos: for 
implementation of .uIutiors that take ie&ra cogressioia1 
effort. 

A 	time, P esPm 	i4m r t cor: 	ed a fu I  Lrrn an.d. 
has accomT she 



ThankYou 

As a last eote 	as fiiH to 'h:e trih 	to those in our 
nnmbersh r  vio 	ffc 1 	Ltel 

c :a Tow ship CTieers essocin1ion started and for continuaiiy 
strengt ning the organization. dTe al.:) wish to thank the 
rrnvr 

Richard Koi. 	(L 	; C';. nty) for his efforts a 
orgaiu ticnaI runture or 	'cliui: y-laws, and cc tution, 
'.--is words 11 live on in our o: nizait; forever, 

John Oxton (Steele ounty) for his many years of de hht led 
. ck in the legislature, for the tr h1h - ie has given, as by his 

example—'!; leadership knows nat a st. I presK ant should 

Tinkler (Barnes County) for ye ens of stifying at the 
islat re on behalf of your tow h; T e legislators need your 

reminder that township d h;nes 	1 	:a 	meniation 
proc 'ur . as your testimony always 	iinds theiii 1,o make it 
possibe ior us to comply with the new i oposed law chnges. 

hi BA tn 

 

	

(R`hIand County) c yea.,  sc Ti 	rice i 
tanng area of the North Dal ata Legisiatui and his input at 	LI 
meeti policy develof --aent sessions. 

We also want to thank all township nfficers who take the time to 
attend the thcatio!aI sessions held an n the ynr and he annual 
meetings. 
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