
Rural Road Safety

December 8th, 2025
2025 NDTOA Annual Convention

Bryon Fuchs, PE
NDLTAP Director



Background

In North Dakota:

Å107,000 miles of public 
roads and trails state-
wide

ÅApproximately 90% of 
mileage is locally owned 
(county, town, township or 
municipal)



ÅBetween 2017 and 2021 (from 2024 
SHSP)
Å40% of fatalities are occurring on local 
roads
Å48% of serious injuries are occurring on 
local roads
Å85% of fatalities are occurring in rural 
areas across the state
ÅIncrease in fatalities on local roads
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How can you help with keeping road users safe?

ÅSigning

ÅClear Zone

ÅRoadway Surfacing



Road Agency Duty

ÅProvide safe roads

ÅWarn of existing known hazards



Why do we Need Signs or other Traffic Control Devices?

ÅSafety

ÅPromote movement of traffic

ÅProvide direction & guidance



Why do we have Standards and Regulations?

ÅTo meet driver expectation

ÅProvide uniformity and 
consistency across jurisdictions
ÅSimplifies the task of the road 
user ς avoids confusion and aids 
in the recognition and 
understanding



Hazards



Other Hazards



Other Hazards



Message?



Where are the rules I need to follow?

Å2023 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD)
Å11th Edition published on December 19th, 2023
ÅEffective on January 18, 2024
ÅStates need to adopt within 2-years
ÅIn whole, or

Åhave a State MUTCD, or 

ÅSupplement that is in substantial conformance with the National 
MUTCD as their legal State standard for traffic control devices 

ÅNDDOT Adopted July 2024

ÅOwner Requirements
ÅTownship, County, City, Tribal, State, or perhaps another agency



Placement of your signs



Proper Height and Offset



Proper Height and Offset



Proper Height and Offset



Proper Height and Offset



Advanced Placement of Warning Signs







Note the spacing has increased 
and also additional speeds 
in2023 MUTCD

2009 MUTCD



Do you have a sign Policy?



Signing Policy

ÅPurpose and goal

ÅApplicable signs this applies to

ÅResource materials

ÅSign inventory

ÅRemoval of signs

ÅApproved sign evaluation methods

ÅSign replacement

ÅModification or deviation from policy



Help with Downed Signs


